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ST VINCENTS to become a Multiple Sclerosis Partner in Care 
 

Plans are well advanced for the New South Wales Multiple Sclerosis Society to formally partner with St Vincent’s 

Hospital (Lismore) through a Partner in Care Program. The aim is to better address the specific needs of people with 

MS in the Northern Rivers area. 

 

The partnership is the culmination of a cooperative effort over the past 12 months involving personnel from St 

Vincent’s, members of the Northern Rivers Multiple Sclerosis Support Group and the MS Society.  A major thrust of 

this effort has been the importance of providing opportunities for people with MS to be involved in all stages of the 

planning process. 

 

In announcing the proposed partnership Robyn Faine, MS Society’s Manager of Client Services, said that it was 

“great to see in practice, a hospital with a strong consumer focus, particularly in regard to the planning of services”. 

 

As part of the partnership the MS Society will work with health professional staff at St Vincent’s in areas such as MS 

specific education and support for best management of MS clients.  This will be provided by the MS Society’s MS 

Specialists via face-to-face education sessions, teleconferences and videoconferences.   

 

The partnership is a major step in strengthening the scope and relevance of MS support programs in the 
Northern Rivers.  Plans are also in course for the MS Society to collaborate with the newly formed 
Collaborative Health Education Research Centre (a joint venture between St. Vincents and Southern Cross 
University) on research on MS.   Additionally, an annual MS forum will assist local agencies to cross share 
information for targeting of local M S support services.  
 

Multiple Sclerosis is one of the most common diseases of the central nervous system among young adults 

aged 20 to 40.   More than 4,000 people in NSW with MS are registered clients of the Society, and thousands more 

(carers and families of people with MS) share the emotional, financial and physical effects of the disease. 

 

Three out of every four people diagnosed with MS are under the age of 35, while MS also affects three times as 

many women as men.   The disease causes scars (sclerosis) on the coating of the nerves and affects the brain’s 

ability to control functions such as walking, talking, seeing and hearing.   
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Footnote; St.Vincents unexpected withdrawal from all public rehabilitation services in the region, significantly 

impacted on the viability of this venture as originally envisaged. See http://www.msnetwork.org/horizon 
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