
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Mr Sullivan 

 
Thank you for your correspondence of 27 September 2011 on behalf of the Multiple Sclerosis 

(MS) Network of Care, Australia to the Prime Minister, the Hon Julia Gillard MP and -your 

correspondence of9 October 2011 to the Minister for Mental Health and Ageing, the 

Hon Mark Butler MP, regarding the possibility of new treatments for multiple sclerosis.  The 

Minister has asked me to reply on his behalf. 

 
I would like to acknowledge the importance ofthe MS Network of Care as a source of 

information for individuals living with MS and their families.  In relation to the specific issue 

you have raised about access to treatment for chronic cerebrospinal  venous insufficiency 

(CCSVI) treatment, I note that although CCSVI treatment may show promise for relief ofMS 

symptoms, the success or otherwise of this treatment is still unknown.  I also recognise that 

properly designed clinical trials will help answer the question. 

 
The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) is Australia's peak body for 

supporting health and medical research including clinical trials; for developing health advice 

for the Australian community, health professionals and governments; and for providing 

advice on ethical behaviour in health care and in the conduct of health and medical research. 

Through various means, NHMRC supports the best research and researchers and improves 

the translation of new knowledge into evidence-based  public health policy and clinical 

practice. 

 
The Australian Government, through NHMRC,  supports and facilitates MS research through 

various grant schemes. Over the past decade (2000-2010)  NHMRC has contributed $40 

million to projects studying various aspects of MS. NHMRC has recently announced that it 

will provide $1.5 million for projects studying multiple sclerosis that are due to commence in 

2012.  However these projects do not include clinical trials for CCSVI. 

 
All research funded by NHMRC is subject to peer review to ensure that the best applications 

are funded as judged by the researchers' peers.  With the exception of a limited number of 

targeted calls for research, NHMRC does not request applications for specific research 

projects.  The choice of research subject is a researcher's prerogative and therefore NHMRC 

has no control over the subject matter of the applications submitted for review.  Similarly, the 

NHMRC recognises the importance of conducting clinical trials but does not request that 

specific trials are established. 
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The Australian Government recognises the need for potential clinical trial participants to be 

better informed about current trials. To this end, there is international agreement that every 

clinical trial should be registered in a publicly accessible database before recruitment of the 

first subject. In Australia, the Australian and New Zealand Clinical Trials Registry (ANZCTR) 

website (http://www.anzctr.org.au) is an online register of clinical trials being undertaken in 

Australia and New Zealand. The website can be searched for information on clinical trials that 

are being conducted in relation to specific diseases such as MS. Further, in response the report 

from the Clinical Trials Action Group, a number of recommendations  that relate to the 

provision of better information about clinical trials are being implemented by NHMRC, the 

Department of health and Ageing and the Department oflnnovation, Industry, Science and 

Research 

 
I trust this information has been of assistance. 

 

 
 

 

 

Gordon McGurk Ph.D. 

Alg Principal Executive Officer 
 

/1 November 2011 

 
RM0211MS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

----------------- 


